
UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 

NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 

EASTERN DIVISION 
 

 
In Re: 

LIFE FUND, 5.1, LLC et al. § Chapter 11 

 § Case No. 09 B  32672 

 § 

 § Administratively consolidating case nos. 

 § Case No. 09 B 32674 

 § Case No. 09 B 32676 

 § Case No. 09 B 32677 

 § Case No. 09 B 32678 

 § Case No. 09 B 32679 

 § Case No. 09 B 32681 

 § 

 § 

 Debtors § Judge A. Benjamin Goldgar 

 

 

BANKRUPTCY RULE 2019 VERIFIED STATEMENT  

FOR GROUP OF INVESTOR/CREDITORS 

 

 COMES NOW Johnson, Trent, West & Taylor, L.L.P. of Houston, Texas
1
 (“JT”) and 

SmithAmundsen LLC (“SmithAmundsen”), pursuant to Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 

Rule 2019 (“Rule 2019”), verifying representation of a group of investor/creditors (“Group of 

Investor/Creditors”), as follows. 

1. As of Monday, October 5, 2009, JT has been retained as legal counsel for representation 

in this bankruptcy proceeding by each of the investor/creditors identified by name and address in 

Exhibit “A” attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference.  Purely for ease of joint 

reference to these claimants, JT refers to them as Group of Investor/Creditors.   Each pleading 

filed to date on behalf of Group of Investor/Creditors, in a footnote at the beginning of the 

pleading, has identified the individual investor/creditors who had indicated they were retaining 

                                                 
1
 Formerly Johnson, Spalding, Doyle, West & Trent, L.L.P. which, at the end of its fiscal year on September 30, 

2009, changed its name to Johnson, Trent, West & Taylor, L.L.P. to reflect what has been the ownership of the firm 

since January, 2009. 
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JT or had in fact retained JT.  Pursuant to the requirements of the local rules, JT retained Brian 

M. Graham with SmithAmundsen as local counsel for JT.  Two attorneys with JT, Lori A. Hood 

and Deborah J. Fritsche, each have been approved to appear pro hac vice before this Court.  Ms. 

Fritsche is designated as lead counsel.  In all instances, the retention of both firms has been after 

the filing of bankruptcy petitions initiating these cases. 

2. Each of the Group of Investors holds a claim identified by Debtors to be unsecured for an 

unknown amount.  Until further information is available, counsel for Group of Investors reserves 

its clients’ right to classify the nature and amount of their claims.  All claims, however, were 

acquired more than one year prior to the filing of the petition.  

3. Neither JT nor SmithAmundsen hold any claims or interests in any of the Debtors. 

4. The undersigned certifies that this verified statement is true and accurate, to the best of 

their knowledge and belief. 

Dated: October 6, 2009.    

     GROUP OF INVESTOR/CREDITORS  

 

     Respectfully submitted, 

 

     By:   /s/ Deborah J. Fritsche      

Lead Counsel for Group of Investor/Creditors 

 

OF COUNSEL: 

SMITHAMUNDSEN LLC   JOHNSON, TRENT,  

Brian M. Graham (IL Bar No. 6243015) WEST & TAYLOR, L.L.P. 

150 North Michigan Avenue   Lori Hood (TX State Bar No.: 09943430) 

Suite 3300     Deborah J. Fritsche (TX State Bar No. 07481150) 

Chicago, Illinois 60601   919 Milam, Suite 1700 

(312) 894-3309 (Telephone)        Houston, Texas 77002   

(312) 894-3210 (Facsimile)                           (713) 222-2323 (Telephone)    

      (713) 222-2226 (Facsimile)  

 

COUNSEL FOR GROUP OF INVESTOR/CREDITORS 
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 3 

 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 I, Brian M. Graham, an attorney, do hereby certify that I caused true and correct copies of 

the foregoing BANKRUPTCY RULE 2019 VERIFIED STATEMENT FOR GROUP OF 

INVESTOR/CREDITORS, WITH EXHIBIT “A”, to be served upon the attached service list via 

the Court’s CM/ECF electronic filing system and/or via email, as indicated below, on this the 6
th
 

day of October, 2009. 

 

       /s/Brian M. Graham 
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SERVICE LIST 
 

 

Counsel for Debtors 

Michael L. Gesas  

Miriam R. Stein  
Arnstein & Lehr, LLP  

120 S. Riverside Plaza, Suite 1200  

Chicago, IL 60606-3910  

(312) 876-7125  

(312) 876-6260 (fax)  

mlgesas@arnstein.com  

mrstein@arnstein.com 

 

Chapter 11 Trustee 

Patrick Collins, Ch. 11 Trustee 

Brian A. Audette  

David M Neff  
Perkins Coie LLP  

131 South Dearborn, Suite1700  

Chicago, IL 60603  

(312) 324-8400  

(312) 251-5865 (fax)  

baudette@perkinscoie.com  

dneff@perkinscoie.com 

 

U.S. Trustee 

Richard C. Friedman 

Gretchen M. Silver 
Office of the U.S. Trustee 

219 S. Dearborn St., Room 873 

Chicago, IL  60604 

USTPRegion11.ES.ECF@usdoj.gov 

 

The Texas State Securities Board 

Edith Stuart Phillips  
Office of the Texas Attorney General  

Bankruptcy & Collection Division  

PO Box 12548  

Austin, TX 78711 

Those Requesting Notice: 

 

Eric Boutte, as Trustee for the AB 

Revocable Living Trust  

Michael M. Eidelman, ESQ  

Arlene N Gelman  
Vedder Price  

222 N. LaSalle Street, Suite 2600  

Chicago, IL 60601  

(312) 609-7636  

(312) 609-5055 (fax)  

meidelman@vedderprice.com 

agelman@vedderprice.com 

 

Deana F Tillostson  

Tony L Visage  
Bracewell & Giuliani LLP 

711 Louisiana Street, Suite 2300  

Houston, TX 77002   

 

Alma and Fred Held 

Zala L Forizs  
Forizs & Dogali PA 

4301 Anchor Plaza Pkwy, Suite 300 

Tampa, FL  33634 

(813) 289-0700 

(813) 289-9435 (fax) 

 

Mark Self 

Daniel T. Graham 

Neil M. Rosenbaum 
Funkhouser Vegosen Liebman & Dunn, Ltd. 

55 West Monroe, Suite 2300 

Chicago, IL  60606 

(312) 701-6800 

(312) 701-6801 (fax) 

dgraham@fvldlaw.com 

nrosenbaum@fvldlaw.com 
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Dr. Charles Giger 

David T.B. Audley 
Chapman and Cutler LLP 

111 W. Monroe 

Chicago, IL  60603 

(312) 845-3000 

audley@chapman.com 

benz@chapman.com 

 

Bryant D. Truitt 

David S. Gragg 
Langley & Banack, Inc. 

Trinity Plaza II, Ninth Floor 

745 East Mulberry 

San Antonio, TX  78212-3166 

(210) 736-6600 

(210) 735-6889 (fax) 

dgragg@langleybanack.com 
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